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In relation to Alcohol Beverage Act, what is the "enforcement ratio" and how do you fund the required
enforcement agents?

The enforcement ratio is generated by a formula that considers certain factors, mainly state population and
various types of issued liquor licenses. Based on these factors, the formula prescribes a certain amount of
alcohol law enforcement agents. As the state population and issued alcohol licenses increase, the more
agents the formula prescribes. Conversely, as the state population and issued alcohol licenses decrease, the
fewer agents the formula prescribes.

Since the creation of the fund in FY 2012, the formula required 32 agents until the end of FY 2016. Beginning
in FY 2017, both the population and issued licenses have increased enough to require 33 agents as
calculated by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (DABC). The Department of Public Safety
(DPS) consults with DABC to inform them of the needed amount of agents; DPS reports that they meet the
enforcement requirement ratio of 33 agents. Below is the detailed formula with the prescribed amount of
agents.

The Alcoholic Beverage Control Act Enforcement Fund was created to fund a set amount of alcohol law
enforcement agents defined by the "enforcement ratio" set in statute (32B-1-104). The fund consists of 1
percent of the total gross revenue from the sale of liquor within the State. Here is the activity of the fund:

During the 2016 General Session, the Legislature signaled to DPS to expend $100,000 from the fund to meet
the statutory requirement of 33 agents prescribed by the enforcement ratio. In short, the enforcement ratio
reflects the number of required agents depending on the factors of population and issues liquor licenses.
The related Alcohol Beverage Act Enforcement Fund is in place to fund the increased costs for additional
enforcement agents.


